. Bushman - Berpard  O'Reilly trekked

“through 35km of jungle to rescue the two
survivors. of the Stinson Tr1~star aircraft

(below) after it crashed in the McPherson
Ranges in February 1937.

One of the original rescue party, Jim

~ Hall, stands in the rainforest near where
the aircraft went down. Picture by

’ PHIL BLENKINSOP

] JRWYN LEWIS

TS 2 place where, it seems, an

excess of beauty has been
‘bestowed. It's as though nature;

a caprice of generosity, takes extra

are with everything — ‘mountain

ranges, waterfalls, misty rainforests,
ferns, orchids, crimson roselias, satin
bower-birds, down to the tiniest bit of
tree fungus and moss. But it seems
nature also exacts a price.

““There is just such a feeling at Lammg-
fon National Park in south Queensland.
There, on February 19 1937, an Airlines of
Australia Stinson Tri-star with eight
people on bhoard, on a scheduled flight
from Brisbane to Sydney, flew into the
tail of a cyclone and slammed mto the
McPherson Ranges.

Immediately, the area became the focus
of “orie. of the most intensive aerial
searches in Australia’s aviation history,
involving military and virtually every
civilian aircraft on the east coast.

“The wreckage, however, lay surrounded
by 32.376ha of unbroken, trackless rain-
forest and the thick undergrowth of the
McPhersons, hidden from view among
the vast gorges and trees growmg SO
closely that.their tops interlace in one
continuous sunless canopy.

After one week the search was called
off but a local bushman, farmer and
guest-house owner, Bernard O'Reilly,
had his own theory. Armed with a map,
some meagre rations and a pair of binoc-
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broken leg mfected vut gaugrene = on
stretchers. " g

This legendary tale ot heromm and
courage is the subject of a tele-feature,
The  Riddle Of The Stinson, to be
screened: nationally on Channel 10 on
July 25 and starring Jack Thompscm as
Bernard O'Reilly.

It is the story of the spirit and mgenuxty
of the bush people who survive without
the help of science and technology and
who co-exist with nature and the forces
rampant in rainforests.

For the Stinson pﬂnt Captain Rex Boy-
den, a “war bird”, the routine flight from
Brisbane was a nightmare. As he flew

blind over ranges wrapped in cloud, his

aircraft was flung'into the down-draught
of the cyclone. With his engines straining
through wind speeds of more than

160km~h, he banked to starboard — and.

into the tall trees. To this day there is
metal embedded in one of them, 18.2m
from the ground.

Within seconds, the fuel tanks burst
into flame. Three passéngers escaped:
John Proud smashed a window, dropped
to the ground and, despite a fractured
leg. helped Joe Binstead through the nar-
row opening. Binstead, in turn, helped
out Jim Westray a young Enghe.hman

: gasped

The terrible wait for death or rescue had
begun..

The ordeal ended on Mczrch 1 when,
after climbing through 35km of virtually -
unexplored bush O'Reilly. found Bins-
tead and Proud (mow Sir John Proud,
head of Peko Wallsend). -~

In his book Green Mountains and Cul-
lenbenbong - (published by~ Fortitude
Press), O'Reilly wrote about hlS first
reaction:

“God in Heaven! What was this? A
numbness shot through my limbs, a sort
of coldness that was worse than fear and -

n pain or shock, but was a com-
of all three. ‘My God!’T thought

looked down on a mass of

charred metal where the two - SV
survivors had huddled. “You poor I:)as-= Lo

tards,” he said.

- Proud, with his broken leg green, awoi—
len and maggoty, had survived a hell;
Binstead, his clothing torn from crawl ‘
over rocks to ‘bring water exten &

“hand like raw meat:

“Come down here mate“ suld o

dash. At first he followed the grim

', left by Westray, who had valiantly se ;
Sin é,ea,rch of help a plece. of tom rloth g

rock covereci in the deceptivélv seCureJ
looking bird’s nest ferns ~ perpendicular
drops and a waterfall lined with the
tr:eacherous glant Helmho‘tma 11hes that

A mass of torn lilies at Lhe bottom of a.
'9.5m drop told the story:

“T expected to find hxm lying on the bro-
ken blue rocks at the foot of that drop
but found instead that he had gone on,
crawling down that torrent bed with its
green, slimy boulders, around more
waterfalls. I followed with my heart in my

throat.
against a big boulder. ‘Hullo,’
. I shouted. 'Hoy there. He
dldl‘l t move. I came round the front of
the rock. There was no need of a second
look. The Englishman was dead.”
Westray, who had suffered shocking in-
juries from his fall, had died as he sat be-

h, there was my man. just’
ahead, sitting with his back

" side the river, with a lit cigarette bewee,n

his fingers.

Driven by emotion and shock, O Relny
called upon superhuman reserves of en-
ergy as he bounded, rock-hopped and
slithered through an obstacle COHI‘bC’ on
his way back as night fell. ~

“It is like a dream now, that wild run ...
I was quite mad, my £
wrung out with horror
kiiew that I was sobbing
sa:rength to complet,e the ta,blc ”

who was aut
«remote bimber rack

and s"till alive
sheiter or medlc
saved.

Today, this .smry”
O'Reilly’s daught )
holds slide nights abou
end gt O'Reilly’s- Lammgmn m
Park Guest House; by Roy Buch .
now in his 60s; and by Jim H’a,u, from
Kyogle in NSW. who was involved in the

rescue party and was just 21 atthe tinie:

Also part of the rescue effort wat Roy
father, John Buchanan. Roy Buchanan
remembers how his father called
and men from PBeaudesert and as far
away as Casino and Kyogle aerived. John
Buchanan was to lead one of the réscue
teams; their job was tocut a track up the
backbone of the rax;g@s to 1he wreck: as
they went along. This was the Lrack*ﬂm
stretchers would be Aarmed over.

rhelp

Despite his exhaustion, O'Reilly himself

\ to lead another party — which in-

ed a doctor — straight to the wreck by

shortest route. The two parties plan-

ned to meet at 2.30am at a point called
Christmas Creek.

‘I'he township of Hiliview was t0 be used

a& 3 co-ordination point for fresh sup-

les and for the food and men that were

arrmng The postmlstress at Hill-

t,‘@mb set off at a gallop into a rain-

e mght - one that would extpnd

g lashed together chaff bags and

ng aplings for stretchers, the rescue
ut their way through the thick
and made their way to the sur-
‘Emergency surgery was carried
bush itself on Proud’s infected

e rescue partles began. their

eturn. run. To keep the
el and cause the injured the
omfort, some men had

cher bars above their

Rescuers attend to Joe Binstead. After 11

days amid the wreckage and jungle; the
first question to O'Reilly was; What was
the Test cricket score?




